 US, China clinch deal
_On greenhouse gases

Times News NETwork

Beijing/New Delhi: At a ti-
me when the world is hoping
to clinch a global climate de-
alin Paris next year, the top
two carbon emitters — the
US and China — on Wednes-
day pledged to take ambi-
: tl.ous actions to limit emis-
: slonof greenhouse gases.
Under the bilateral deal,

: theUSwillreduceemissions
by 26%-28% below its 2005

! level-by 2025. China, on its

i Dpart, vowed to ach1eve peak-

: ing of carbon emissions
around 2030 and to make ef-
forts to peak early. It also in-

i tendstoincreasetheshareof
;- -non-fossil fuels in primary

. energy consumption - to

Pact may now put

pressure on India

he US-China pledge may

put pressure onindiato
.commit something substantial
‘onits ‘intended’ goal of cutting
emissions by next March. It
may also triggeraclamour
within India to de-link itself

. from China ahead of the 2015
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around 20% by 2030.

. The move by the two na-
tions may be interpreted as
an attempt to show their sin-
cerity to deal with the chal-
lenges of climate change.
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US may submit
target by March

PCOntinqed fromP1

she joint announcement
marks, the first time
that China has agreed
topeak its carbon emissions.
The deal was unveiled on
the last day of US President
Barack Obama’s visit to Chi-
na. It came three weeks ahead
of the Lima climate negotia-
tions which will, hopefully,
culminate into a global deal
in Parisnext year.

It is expected that the new i

US goal will be to double the
pace of carbon pollution re-
ductionfrom1.2% per year on
an average during the 2005-
2020 period to 2.3-2.8% per
year between 2020 and 2025.
“This ambitious target is
grounded in intensive analy-
sis of cost-effective carbon
pollution reductionsachieva-
ble under existing law and
will keep the US on the right

trajectory to achieve deep

economy-wide reductions on
the order of 80% by 2050,” an’
official statementonthebilat-
eralannouncementsaid.
Since all countries are ex-
pected to submit their respec-
tive ‘intended nationally de-
termined contribution’ (tar-
get to cut emissions volunta-
rily) by March next year, the
US will submit its 2025 target

The deal came three
weeks ahead of Lima

' climate negotiations

~which will, hopefully,
culminate in a global
.deal in Paris next year -

—asannounced in Beijingon
Wednesday — to the UN
Framework Convention on
Climate Change by that time.
“China’s target to expand
total energy consumption
coming from zero-emission
sourcestoaround 20% by 2030
is notable. It will require Chi-
natodeploy an additional 800-
1,000 giga-watts of ' nuclear,
wind, solar and other zero
emission generation capacity
by 2030 — more than all the
coal-fired power plants that
existin Chinatoday and close
to total current electricity
generation capacity in the
US,” the statement said.
China, the world’s largest
emitter, whose emissions are
still growing as it builds new
coal plants, didn’t commit to
cut emissions by a specific
amount. Itjust preferred talk-
ing about peaking emissions
by 2030 or earlier if possible.
Forthefullreport, logon
to www.timesofindia.com




